CITY OF ESCONDIDO
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE
PUBLIC ART COMMISSOIN
April 26, 2021
VIRTUAL MEETING

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Velasco at 3:01 p.m.
Commissioners Present Virtually: Commissioners Velasco, Ryan, Spann, Cowell and Vargas.
Special Guest: Soudabeh Memarzadeh, Escondido High School District employee.

Approval of Minutes: MSC Spann/Ryan to approve the minutes of 2-8-21, 4/0, one abstaining.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Capital Improvement Budget: Lopez noted that the Capital improvement budgets went to
Council. She anticipates that $294,000 will be put into the Public Art budget for next fiscal year.
Pedestrian Pathfinders project was explained by Assistant Director Lopez.

SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATES: The Commission took this item out of order due to the visitor's time
constraints.

1. Mural subcommittee: Ms. Memarzadah gave a presentation with the history of the mural
program at the high schools. The Commissioners discussed this in detail. MSC Spann/Vargas
to move forward with the payment of $3,200 for this public art mural project. 5/0.

NEW BUSINESS (Cont’d):

2. East Vailey Plan: Lopez explained that the intent is to provide guidance for future
development in the East Valley area. Public Meetings have been done. Strong identity for
East Valley area, moderate housing, store fronts, creek trail, enhance street scapes and
designs and amenities. Chapter 2, 4 and 7 relate to the public art commission.

3. Palomar Heights Update: Commissioner Velasco reported on her first meeting with Palomar
Heights. The various artist renderings of public art will be forwarded to Assistant Director
Lopez and she will send out.

4. ’Lighting the Way”: Assistant Director Lopez led the discussion on this item. This is the area
we identified last meeting on Grand and Second. The owner of the Stone & Glass offered to
gift a public art sculpture to the City. Commissioner Velasco wants it to be mandated that it
is lit up.

5. 2021 Priorities: Commissioner Velasco presented her vision for the future of public art. She
explained that this was her vision and wanted the other Commissioners to join in and make
a final statement. The Commissioners agreed that having a vision is important to present to
funding sources. Commissioner Velasco asked that the Commissioners bring one idea for a

iece of artwork to the next meeting.
B

LIASON REPORT: Assistant Director Lopez touched base on two items: Regarding the Threshold
pieces, and suggests instead of relocating them Commissioners take a ride identify the issues of
that art, we believe we can correct it with the removal of landscaping. Commissioner Velasco
volunteered to do this. She Take inventory, see what it is we need done.



Director Lopez reported on the status of the”Community Piece” over by Barnes & Noble. The
City wants to know who is responsible for the artwork and that landscaping area. It looks like
lights need replacement. The City is trying to work with the developer of the shopping center.
Public Works estimates to replace the lights would be about $3,000. Public Works does not
recommend putting in solar lights due to vandalism. MSC Vargas/Cowell to allocate $3,000-
$3,500 to repair the lighting on this piece. 5/0.

FINANCIAL REPORT: There have been no changes, the report is for your reference.
SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATES (Cont’d):

Mural Subcommittee: We received the Mural Agreement Policy document from the City
Attorney’s office and will review this shortly. Commissioner Velasco posed the guestion: “Does
the art commission have any say in this? Should we?” The City will review and make sure the
artwork is appropriate. The Library is progressing and they are going to paint the entire wall. The
timeline is to start by May. The Washington Park Student mural was already discussed.

Queen Califia Subcommittee: The Commission wants to move quickly on this. Assistant Directcor
Lopez also reported on fundraising for maintenance, talking with CCAE on merchandising, etc. It
is an exciting time. The City wants to re-open the Queen. We are trying to open next week with
the docents on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. As far as maintenance goes, Assistant
Director Lopez plans on video recording the artwork maintenance so we can mimick the
techniques in the future.

ITEMS FROM COMMISSIONERS: None. Commissioner Vargas is very excited that we are
supporting the Washington Park mural project and supporting the students in this endeavor.
Commissioner Velasco wants to have an event to celebrate.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: None
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