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AGENDA 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

201 North Broadway 

City Hall Council Chambers 
 

7:00 p.m. 
 
 

September 23, 2014 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 p.m. 
 
B. FLAG SALUTE 
 
C. ROLL CALL:  
 
D. MINUTES: 09/09/14 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 
 The Brown Act provides an opportunity for members of the public to directly address the Planning Commission on any item of 

interest to the public before or during the Planning Commission's consideration of the item.  If you wish to speak regarding an 
agenda item, please fill out a speaker's slip and give it to the minutes clerk who will forward it to the chairman. 

 
Electronic Media:  Electronic media which members of the public wish to be used during any public comment period should be 
submitted to the Planning Division at least 24 hours prior to the meeting at which it is to be shown. 
 
The electronic media will be subject to a virus scan and must be compatible with the City’s existing system.  The media must be 
labeled with the name of the speaker, the comment period during which the media is to be played and contact information for the 
person presenting the media. 
 
The time necessary to present any electronic media is considered part of the maximum time limit provided to speakers.  City staff 
will queue the electronic information when the public member is called upon to speak.  Materials shown to the Commission during 
the meeting are part of the public record and may be retained by the City. 
 
The City of Escondido is not responsible for the content of any material presented, and the presentation and content of electronic 
media shall be subject to the same responsibilities regarding decorum and presentation as are applicable to live presentations. 

 
 If you wish to speak concerning an item not on the agenda, you may do so under "Oral Communications" which is listed at the 

beginning and end of the agenda.  All persons addressing the Planning Commission are asked to state their names for the public 
record. 
 
Availability of supplemental materials after agenda posting:  any supplemental writings or documents provided to the Planning 
Commission regarding any item on this agenda will be made available for public inspection in the Planning Division located at 201 
N. Broadway during normal business hours, or in the Council Chambers while the meeting is in session. 

 
 The City of Escondido recognizes its obligation to provide equal access to public services for individuals with disabilities.  Please 

contact the A.D.A. Coordinator, (760) 839-4643 with any requests for reasonable accommodation at least 24 hours prior to the 
meeting. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
The Planning Division is the coordinating division for the Planning Commission. 

For information, call (760) 839-4671.
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E. WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
 "Under State law, all items under Written Communications can have no action, and will be 

referred to the staff for administrative action or scheduled on a subsequent agenda." 
 
1. Future Neighborhood Meetings 
 
 
F. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
 "Under State law, all items under Oral Communications can have no action, and may be referred 

to the staff for administrative action or scheduled on a subsequent agenda." 
 
 This is the opportunity for members of the public to address the Commission on any item of 

business within the jurisdiction of the Commission. 
 
 
G. PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

 Please try to limit your testimony to 2-5 minutes. 

1. VARIANCE – PHG 14-0023: 
 
REQUEST: Variance from the sign code for the El Norte Shell gas station and car wash to 
allow a freestanding sign in addition to the existing freestanding sign for the center. The second 
sign (approximately 43 SF in area and 5 feet tall) is to be located along the El Norte Parkway 
frontage on private property west of the westerly driveway into the commercial development in 
the CG zone.  The proposal also includes the adoption of the environmental determination 
prepared for the project. 
 
PROPERTY SIZE AND LOCATION: Shell Gas & Car Wash (approximately 1.3 acres), part of 
a 2.41 acres commercial center located southeasterly of the intersection of West El Norte 
Parkway and Seven Oakes Road, along the south side of West El Norte Parkway, addressed as 
615 West El Norte Parkway Suite 320 (APN 226-390-1300). 

  
 APPLICANT:  Mark Watson 
 
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Approval 
 
 COMMISSION ACTION:   
 
 PROJECTED COUNCIL HEARING DATE:   
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2. CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT – PHG 14-0009: 

 
REQUEST:  A Conditional Use Permit to allow the installation, operation, and maintenance of a 
new Wireless Communication Facility for Verizon Wireless consisting of up to twelve panel 
antennas and related electrical equipment mounted onto the facade of an existing industrial 
building.  The proposal also includes the installation of a 30kW emergency backup generator to 
be placed within a new equipment building located towards the rear of the building.  The proposal 
also includes the adoption of the environmental determination prepared for the project. 
 
PROPERTY LOCATION:  2066 Aldergrove Avenue 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL STATUS: The proposed project is categorically exempt from environmental 
review in conformance with CEQA Section 15303, “New Small Facilities and Structures.”   

 
 APPLICANT:  Plancom, Inc. (for Verizon Wireless) 
 
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Approval 
 
 COMMISSION ACTION:   
 
 PROJECTED COUNCIL HEARING DATE:   

 
 

H. CURRENT BUSINESS: 
 
 Note:  Current Business items are those which under state law and local ordinances do not 

require either public notice or public hearings. Public comments will be limited to a maximum time 
of three minutes per person. 

 
 
I. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
 "Under State law, all items under Oral Communications can have no action and may be referred 

to staff for administrative action or scheduled on a subsequent agenda." 
 
 This is the opportunity for members of the public to address the Commission on any item of 

business within the jurisdiction of the Commission. 
 
 
J. PLANNING COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
K. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 



  Agenda Item No.: D 
 

CITY OF ESCONDIDO 
 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
ESCONDIDO PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
September 9, 2014 

 
The meeting of the Escondido Planning Commission was called to order at 
7:00 p.m. by Chairman Weber in the City Council Chambers, 201 North Broadway, 
Escondido, California.  
  
Commissioners present:  Jeffery Weber, Chairman; Ed Hale, Commissioner; 
Merle Watson, Commissioner; and Guy Winton, Commissioner. 
  
Commissioners absent: Bob McQuead, Vice-chairman; Gregory Johns, 
Commissioner; and James Spann, Commissioner.  
 
Staff present:  Bill Martin, Deputy Planning Director; Jay Paul, Associate Planner; 
Homi Namdari, Assistant City Engineer; Gary McCarthy, Senior Deputy City 
Attorney; and Ty Paulson, Minutes Clerk. 
 
MINUTES: 
 
Moved by Commissioner Winton, seconded by Commissioner Watson, to approve 
the minutes of the August 12, 2014, meeting. Motion carried. Ayes: Winton and 
Watson.  Noes:  None. Abstained: Weber and Hale.  (2-0-2) 
  
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS – Received. 
 
FUTURE NEIGHBORHOOD MEETINGS – Received.   
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
Patricia Borchmann, Escondido, referenced handouts regarding San Onofre 
Nuclear Generating Station dry cask storage recommendations prepared by 
Donna Gilmore.  She stated that they were asking Southern California Edison for 
the best available control technology versus the best practical control technology 
when dealing with storage canisters.  She expressed her concern with the Edison 
trust fund being exhausted in 2018 and not being liable for long-range costs.  
 
Donna Gilmore, San Clemente, expressed her concern with the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC) stating that the proposed canisters procurement 
would cost $400 million and may crack within 30 years with no technology being 
available to inspect, repair, or replace said canisters.  She noted that the waste 
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originally was to be sent to Yucca Mountain, which was never approved.  In 
researching options, Germany had superior canisters, noting this was just one 
possible solution.  She suggested urging the Public Utility Commission to require 
Edison to do their due diligence with a cost analysis with public input and 
approval.  She asked that the Commission consider agendizing this item or 
forwarding it on to the proper body.  
 
Chairman Weber asked staff to forward the comments to administrative staff. 
  

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

1. MODIFICATION TO A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT – PHG 14-0018: 
 
REQUEST:  Modification to a Conditional Use Permit to allow a one-story 
addition of 1,659 square feet to the existing Pacifica Senior Living facility.  The 
addition will serve primarily as an activity room for the facility’s memory care 
section, with smaller rooms for file archives, services (coffee and snacks, sink, 
etc.), and equipment storage.  The project is a modification to an existing 
Conditional Use Permit, 75-9-CUP, which established the original facility in 1975.  
The proposal also includes the adoption of the environmental determination 
prepared for the project. 
 
PROPERTY SIZE AND LOCATION:  The subject property is 3.62 acres and is 
located at 1351 E. Washington Avenue (APN 230-141-11). 

 
Bill Martin, Deputy Planning Director, referenced the staff report and noted staff 
issues were whether the proposed addition would be compatible with the 
surrounding residential neighborhood.  Staff recommended approval based on 
the following: 1) The proposed project will add activity space to an existing senior 
living facility for which an original Conditional Use Permit had already been 
approved.  Since no increase in residential capacity would be involved, the 
project will not create any adverse traffic impacts to the surrounding street 
system.  The project will comply with setback requirements and height limits for 
the R-2 district.  The addition would be located at the rear of the facility and 
would be one story in height, and existing landscape buffers would screen the 
addition from neighboring residential properties; therefore, visual impacts of the 
project would be minimal.  The exterior appearance of the addition had been 
designed to complement the existing facility, with matching paint colors, 
windows, and tile roofing.  
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ACTION: 

Moved by Commissioner Hale, seconded by Commissioner Watson, to approve 
staff’s recommendation.  Motion carried unanimously.  (4-0) 
 

2. SPECIFIC PLAN AMENDMENT – PHG 13-0046: 
 
REQUEST: An Amendment to the Lomas del Lago Specific Plan to allow the 
installation, operation, and maintenance of a new unmanned Wireless 
Communication Facility (WCF) for Verizon Wireless consisting of up to twelve 
panel antennas and related electrical equipment located within new and/or 
modified architectural features up to 31.5 feet-high on the roof of the existing 
commercial buildings within the Lomas del Lago shopping center.   The proposal 
includes the installation of an emergency backup generator to be placed within a 
new equipment enclosure designed to match the architecture of the existing 
buildings. The proposal also includes the adoption of the environmental 
determination prepared for the project. 
 
PROPERTY LOCATION:  The Lomas del Lago commercial center is located at 
3440 Del Lago Boulevard (APNs 271-011-06, -07, -08 and -09). 
 
Jay Paul, Associate Planner, referenced the staff report and noted staff issues 
were whether the design and location of the proposed facility was appropriate for 
the site and consistent with the Wireless Facility Guidelines.  Staff recommended 
approval based on the following:  1) The proposed wireless facility would be 
consistent with the Communication Antennas Ordinance because the facility 
would be integrated into an existing commercial development, which is 
encouraged, and would be considered a stealthy design.  The antennas and 
support radio/electrical equipment would be completely screened within existing 
and/or modified architectural features that would complement the existing 
building(s); 2) The proposed 10 kW emergency diesel generator would not create 
any adverse compatibility, visual, noise, or air-quality impacts because it will be 
located within a masonry block equipment enclosure adjacent to Interstate 15.  
The generator was for emergency use only during power outages and typically 
would be tested only once a month for maintenance purposes generally between 
the hours of 7:00 am and 5:00 pm; and 3) Staff felt the proposed facility would 
not result in a potential health hazards to people in the area because the Radio 
Frequency (RF) study prepared for the proposed project indicates the facility 
would be within maximum permissible exposure (MPE) limits and Federal 
Communication Commission (FCC) radio frequency emission guidelines. 
 
Commissioner Winton and Mr. Paul discussed how construction was to occur on 
the site.  
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ACTION: 

Moved by Commissioner Winton, seconded by Commissioner Watson, to approve 
staff’s recommendation.   Motion carried unanimously.  (4-0) 

 

CURRENT BUSINESS:  None.  

 
ORAL COMMUNATIONS:  None.  

 
PLANNING COMMISSIONERS:  No comments.  

 

ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Chairman Weber adjourned the meeting at 7:25 p.m. The next meeting was 
scheduled for September 23, 2014, at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers, 201 
North Broadway, Escondido, California.  
 
 
 
_____________________________  ___________________________ 
Bill Martin, Secretary to the Escondido  Ty Paulson, Minutes Clerk 
Planning Commission 
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