Agenda [tem No. 1
Date: November 12, 2015

Escondido Public Library Board of Trustees
BOARD MEETING MINUTES
Thursday, September 10, 2015, 2:00 p.m.
Library Board Room

CALL TO ORDER: Board President Gorny called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.

Members Present: Elmer Cameron, Gary Knight, Mirek Gorny, Ron Guiles

Members Absent: Mayra Salazar

Staff Present: Loretta McKinney, Director of Library & Community Services, Janet Rulien,
Minutes Clerk

WRITTEN/ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: None.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Trustee Cameron asked for clarification of a few items. MSC Cameron/Guiles
to approve the minutes as written. Vote 4/0 in favor.

CURRENT BUSINESS:

Recent Library Materials Reconsideration Requests: Director McKinney gave a synopsis of the details of
a reconsideration statement of concern while sharing the letter that was sent to the patron in response
to the request for reconsideration of Library materials. She also explained the Library’s policy and
procedures regarding reconsideration issues, noting the importance of the work of the Reconsideration
Committee and acknowledging Trustee Gorny’s assistance on this Committee. Trustee Cameron
commented about the procedure, which he was impressed with. Director McKinney also communicated
a new concern regarding a local weekly newspaper called “The Reader.” She explained that according to
Library policy, staff does not act “In Loco Parentis;” meaning that staff do not perform ‘in place of the
parent.’ It is the parent’s responsibility to review their child’s reading material and select what is best
based on their personal values. Other experiences with reconsideration issues were described and
discussed. Trustee Guiles commented that he has been involved in this process at the school district,
and as long as there is a written procedure, citizens can understand the process and have the ability to
be heard. This is great. The Board also discussed Banned Book Week and Library Card Sign-Up Month,
which are significant annual celebrations for libraries throughout the nation that occur every
September,

Library Expansion Project Update: The presentation made to City Council at the meeting on August 19,
2015, was very successful. Director McKinney acknowledged Trustee Cameron and Escondido Library
Foundation (ELF) President Jack Anderson’s eloquent and impressive presentations to Council. Director
McKinney provided details of the specific financial options in the Staff Report that was submitted in
connection with this project. City Council unanimously decided to proceed with hiring a consultant to
conduct a community poll, as well as to hire a consultant to direct the strategic planning process. Staff
will take this direction and results will be reported to City Council in January 2016, at which time City
Council will be asked to provide further direction. If the results of the poll are positively within a certain
percentage range of voter approval, City Council may approve proceeding with a Library bond measure,
to be placed on the November 2016 ballot. The Library will have to budget for the ballot entry in both
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